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MARISSA WINKLER / THE VISTA 
Democrat Barack Obama defeats McCain securing presidency 
MOSES UTOMI 
STAFF WRITFR 
"It's been a long time coming," 
the president-elect said, "but to­
night, because of what we did on 
this date, in this election, at this 
defining moment, change has 
come to America." 
With 338 electoral votes and 
52 percent of the popular vote 
at press time, Barack Obama 
became the 44th president of the 
United States of America and the 
first African-American president 
in U.S. history. 
Polls leading up to the elec­
tion suggested that Obama had 
a slight lead over John McCain. 
The lead was reflected at the be­
ginning of the actual election re­
sults, but the numbers eventually 
began leaning more and more 
heavily towards Obama. The 
turning point came when Obama 
took Ohio, one of the most cru­
cial battleground states. Prior to 
Tuesday night, no Republican 
had ever won the presidency 
without winning Ohio and that 
trend continued with the senator 
from Arizona. 
"We have come to the end of a 
long journey," began a prepared, 
but visibly emotional McCain 
in his concession speech. "The 
American people have spoken, 
and they have spoken clearly. 
This campaign was and will 
remain the great , honor of my 
life." 
In his speech from Phoenix, 
Ariz. McCain praised Obama's 
campaign and congratulated his 
opponent on his success, despite 
boos from a disappointed crowd. 
He, with running mate Sarah 
Palin behind him, went on to 
state that Americans must now 
put their political differences 
aside and rally behind their new 
president. 
"I wish Godspeed to the man 
who was my former opponent 
and will be my president," 
McCain said. "And I call on all 
Americans, as I have often in 
this campaign, to not despair of 
See OBAMA, page 3 
Third Eye Blind to play fall concert at JCP 
Students may purchase tickets for ten dollars in the UC starting today 
AVERY DURNAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
Associated Students have fi­
nally announced fall semester's 
big concert featuring Third Eye 
Blind. It will be an unforgettable 
way to spend the last Thursday 
night before finals, right at the 
Jenny Craig Paviliion. At the 
bargain price of $ 10 for students, 
this Dec. 11 show is guaranteed 
to be worth every penny. Start­
ing Nov, 6 at 12:30 p.m. tickets 
will be available at the UC Box 
Office. USD faculty and staff 
will be able to get tickets for $20 
and the general public for $25. 
Hailing from San Francisco, 
Third Eye Blind is one of Amer­
ica's premier rock groups. They 
released their first self-titled 
See BLIND, page 3 
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1947 Howard Hughes flies 
the Spruce Goose on its first 
and only flight. 
2003 V. Gene Robinson is 





gay bishop in 
the church. 
1986 A Lebanese magazine 
breaks the story of U.S. arms 
sales to Iran, leading to the 
Iran-Contra affair. 
1992 Carol Moseley-Braun 
becomes the 
first black 




1992 Howard Carter discov­
ers the tomb of Tutankhamen 
in Egypt. 
1924 Nellie T. Ross of Wy­
oming is elected the nation's 
first woman governor, 
to serve out the term 
of her husband who 
died in office. 
1940 President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt wins an unprec­
edented third term in office 





a complex word, known by many 
but understood by few. "Like Paris 
Hilton, it's famous for being famous 
even if it doesn't have a real role in 
the world," Charles Hodgson said on 
"Podictionary," a podcast.for word-
lovers. 
The word has gained popularity 
thanks to its surprising length and 
readability. Other hefty words may 
impress with their great letter-span, 
but none of these are quite so easy to 
pronounce. Give floccinaucinihilipil-
ification and honorificabilitudinitati-
bus a try if you doubt my judgment. 
Despite its popularity, the lengthy 
word of the week proves to be yet 
another testament to the old adage, 
"bigger isn't always better." ft may 
be robust and awe-inspiring, but it 
has little practical application today. 
The word was coined by William 
Gladstone, Prime Minister of England 
in the late 19th century. His ideas op­
posed those of the "disestablishment" 
movement, which sought the separa­
tion of church and state. 
. Gladstone's group, which might 
have logically called itself the estab­
lishment, chose to take on the double 
negative and call their group the 
"antidisestablishment" movement, 
that is, they supported the established 
system. Gladstone added a few letters 
to describe the movement itself, thus 
coining the word, as we know it, anti­
disestablishmentarianism. 
While issues of church and state 
are still current, the term is no longer 
in common use. This is probably due 
to its 12 lengtjiy syllables. Still, the 
word enjoys popularity as one of the 
longest non-technical terms in the 
English language. 
Words that triumph over antidises­
tablishmentarianism in the length race 
are often associated with medicine or 
science. Pneumonoultramicroscopic-
silicovolcanoconiosis. for instance, 
is defined by the Merriam Webster 
Dictionary as a lung disease caused 
by the inhalation of very fine silicate 
or quartz dust. 
1 think it safe to assume that the 
folks who coin over-the-top words 
like the ones mentioned above are 
simply being facetious. Nonetheless, 
we can all laugh and wish our old 
friend brevity a hasty comeback. 
Parents visit campus for Family Weekend 
Special events include workshops and golf tournament 
MEREDITH SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITFR 
Word of the week: 
Antidisestablishmen­
tarianism 
1977 The Barnes Lake 
Dam bursts in Tocco'a Falls, 
Ga. releasing a flood of water 
that destroys the campus of 
Toccoa Falls College. 
1874 The Republican Party 
is first symbolized as an el­
ephant in a cartoon drawn 
by Thomas Nast in Harper's 
Weekly magazine. 
1923 In the so-called Beer 
Hall Putsch in Munich, Ger­
many, Adolf Hitler unsuc­
cessfully attempts to seize 
power with 600 armed storm 
troopers. 
1989 Borders between East 
and West Germany are opened 
and the Berlin Wall began to 
be dismantled the next day. 
HISTORY.COM, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
Family Weekend is an annual tradi­
tion at the University of San Diego 
that enables families to come and visit 
students in their everyday environment 
and experience college life alongside 
them. 
"The most important aspect of family 
weekend is spending time together and 
getting a glimpse of my daughter's 
life," Debra LaRoy, mother of freshman 
Samantha LaRoy, said. 
The festivities kicked off on Friday 
Oct. 31 when students' visitors were in­
vited to attend classes with their student 
for the day. A special lunch for families 
was held in.the Camino/Founders court­
yard themed with Halloween decora­
tions that included spooky creatures 
accompanied by eerie music. 
Workshops and meetings, including 
International Studies Open House, Uti­
lizing Wellness for Student Transitions 
and Graduate School Options, were of­
fered Friday morning for campus visi­
tors. 
In addition, the USD Intramural Golf 
Tournament took place at 11:30 a.m. 
This event offered drinks, contests, 
food and prizes and was open to family 
members as well as students. 
Saturday, Nov. 1 began with a family 
breakfast in the University Center. Or­
ganized classes and meetings during the • 
day included Dining Services & Campus 
Card Information, International Studies 
forum and Residential Life - It's Never 
Too Early. 
ALUMNI CENTER 
Ted and Terri Gosen are named "Parents of the Year" at Family Weekend. 
"Scary Alley" took place directly 
outside the USD Bookstore. Attractions 
on the sidewalk included clothing sales, 
pumpkin decorating, refreshments and 
face painting. It also offered families 
the chance to see the newly renovated 
bookstore. 
In regular Torero spirit fashion, the 
tailgate for the Dayton game took place 
from 4:30 p.m. and lasted until 6 p.m. 
in the Alcala Vista parking lot. Food 
and games were provided, along with a 
drawing for a room makeover provided 
by The Container Store. 
Families of all faiths were invited to 
celebrate mass in Founders Chapel on 
Sunday morning, Nov. 2. Ted and Terri 
Gosen were presented the "Parents of 
the Year" award and Liberty Hebron 
was presented the "Award of Excel­
lence." Refreshments followed on the 
patio outside as the weekend festivities 
ended. 
With all of the activities offered 
during Family Weekend, the experience 
was a great one for students and fami­
lies alike. 
"I did not feel crowded at all be­
cause people were off-campus at dif­
ferent times, Candace said. "I enjoyed 
meeting everyone's families. I think it 
is good to have a family weekend." 
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AS fall concert 
lineup revealed 
BLIND, continued 
album in 1997 and were an immediate 
hit. Popular songs from this album that 
are wothy of being revisited from the 
itunes vault include "Jumper," "Gradu­
ate," "How's It Gonna Be" and "Semi-
Charmed Life." Featured in 1999's 
"American Pie" among other films, 
"Semi-Charmed Life" is a 90s anthem 
featuring a catchy, upbeat melody that 
most people still prefer. 
"Blue," Third Eye Blind's second 
album released 1999, showed a more 
complex and darker side of the band, 
a change that was well-received. The 
album sold over 1.25 million copies 
making it a platinum album. "Never Let 
You Go" was the album's hit single and 
a radio favorite. 
"Out of the Vein," their most recent 
album, received great reviews from crit­
ics despite being somewhat of a com­
mercial failure. The two singles from 
the 2003 album, "Blinded" and "Crystal 
Bailer," were popular with fans even 
though the album was not publicized as 
much as the band had wished. 
Their newest album "Ursa Major" is 
due out in late 2008, an event that Third 
Eye Blind fans are definitely anticipat­
ing. 
This band is perhaps best recognized 
for their ability to put on a great show, 
a quality that USD students will soon 
experience. As veterans of the concert 
business, they recently toured with acts 
such as Counting Crows and Live and 
Collective Soul, selling out dozens of 
shows between April and November 
2007. The band has also played at a 
number of colleges, including M.I.T, 
University of Maryland and University 
of Rhode Island. 
Students should remember not to 
forget to bring a valid USD ID card to 
the UC Box Office and pick up student 
tickets for only $10 today! 
Proposition Results: 




Minor Abortion Limitations 
YES*/ 
Treatment of Farm Animals 
ojYESn/ 
0) Same-Sex Marriage Ban 
Campus celebrates Obama victory 
OBAMA, continued 
our present difficulties, but to believe, 
always, in the promise and greatness of 
America." 
In Chicago, 111. chants of "yes, we 
did" roared from a celebratory crowd 
of Obama supporters packed into Grant 
Park. A characteristically calm Obama 
took the stage to address the assembly 
of more than 225,000 people, hugging 
and kissing his wife and daughters 
before delivering his victory speech. 
"If there is anyone out there who still 
doubts that America is a place where all 
things are possible, who still 
wonders if the dream of 
our founders is alive in 
our time, who still ques­
tions the power of our 
democracy, tonight is 






the better future 
that had been 
the focal point 
of his 21-month 
campaign. He em­
phasized that the 
goal would not be accomplished with­
out the hard work and sacrifice that has 
become synonymous with the American 
people. 
"The road ahead will be long," 
Obama said. "Our climb will be steep. 
We may not get there in one year or 
even in one term. But America, I have 
never been more hopeful than I am to­
night that we will get there. I promise 
you, we as a people will get there." 
On campus, students from all po­
litical ideologies closely followed the 
night's events. "As a McCain supporter, 
I don't see much good 
that can 
sophomore Jim Harrison said. "How­
ever, I give [Obama] the benefit of the 
doubt: no preemptive condemnation." 
"Regardless if you agree or disagree 
with the results," sophomore Adam 
Vaughn said, "if we managed to sur­
vive 8 years of GWB, we will survive 
whatever challenges we face going for­
ward." 
The elections were favorable to the 
Democratic Party. By press time the 
Democrats gained a 259-176 majority 
in the House, and extended their lead 
in the Senate to 56-44. 
INTERESTED IN WRITING OR DESIGNING FOR THE VISTA? 
Come to the weekly meetings Tuesday at 12:30 in UC 114B. 
The times they are a-changin'... 
oh rigtt* \ \ 
to f light 
savmgs tirtve. 
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public safety report Oct. 27 - Nov. 2 
University Terrace 
Apartments: At 9:46 p.m. Public 
Safety officers responded to 
assist an RA who had witnessed a 
student smoking marijuana in his 
room. Upon investigation 1,33g of 
marijuana leaves were confiscated 
and the student was cited for being 
under the influence of marijuana, 
possessing drug paraphernalia and 
possessing marijuana. 
The Valley area: At 10:11 p.m. 
Public Safety officers responded 
to a report of a smoke bomb being 
detonated on the soccer field in the 
Valley area. Upon investigation, a 
smoke bomb had been detonated 
and thrown on the turf, which 
sustained damages. 
university affiliated event. Upon 
investigation, two commuter 
students were cited for sales and 
solicitation. 
Mission Crossroads: At 3:54 
p.m. Public Safety officers 
responded to an incident involving 
homophobic statements and lewd 
pictures that had been drawn 
on door decorations within 
a residence hall. A Resident 
Assistant noticed the defaced door 
decorations, removed them and 
filed a report with Public Safety. 
Public Safety: At 12:05 p.m. 
Public Safety officers responded to 
a report of a resident student who 
had attempted to purchase items 
using his roommate's credit card. 
Public Safety and Residential Life 
coordinated an investigation, which 
resulted in the arrest of the suspect 
student. 
University Center: At 
1:24 p.m. Public Safety officers 
responded to a report of 
students selling tickets to a non-
Shiley Science and 
Technology Center: At 12:34 a.m. 
Public Safety officers responded 
to a report of a stolen vacuum 
cleaner from the Shiley Science 
and Technology Center. Upon 
investigation, the vacuum was 
located in another academic 
building on campus, and returned. 
Maher Hall East Lot: 
At 7:07 p.m. Public Safety officers 
responded to a report of a hit and 
run involving a commuter student's 
vehicle. Upon investigation, another 
vehicle had accidentally struck the 
victim's vehicle while it was parked, 
and then left the scene. A witness 
provided the license plate number of 
the suspect vehicle, which matched 
a commuter student's vehicle.-
Loma Hall: At 10:07 a.m. 
Public Safety officers responded to a 
report of a white, powdery substance 
that was found in an eye glass case 
in the USD Bookstore. A narcotics 
test was conducted and the substance 
tested positive for cocaine. Upon 
further investigation, a resident 
student was found responsible for 
the narcotics, and was arrested by 
SDPD. 
31 Bookstore: At 1:34 p.m. Public 
Safety officers responded to a report 
of a stolen laptop from the USD 
Bookstore. Upon investigation, 
the laptop was left unattended and 
unsecured from a display area 
during a time when there was a high 
volume of people in the bookstore. 
% San Antonio de Padua: At 
1:43 a.m. Resident Assistants cited 
one student for Hosting, MIP and 
damage to university property and 
two students for MIP and damage 
to university property. Those two 
students were cited for IPA and 
damage to university property. 
Classifieds 
Child Development Centers. In­
ternships available with U.S. Military 
Child Development Centers in Ger­
many, Italy, England, Belgium and the 
U.S. (Florida and Hawaii) January and 
February 2009. Related college course-
work and experience required. Airfare 
and housing are paid and a living sti­
pend provided. Interns receive 12 hrs 
of college credit from UNI (graduate 
or undergraduate) and are eligible to 
apply for AmeriCorps funding. Make 
a Difference! College of Education 
School of HPELS. Call Susan Edgin-
ton 319-273-5947 or susan.edginton@ 
uni.edu for more information. Please 
put INTERNSHIP-USD/CA in the 
subject line of your email. 
Memorial scholarship honors beloved alumnus 
RYAN PLOURDE 
STAFF WRITFR 
Moses Utomi, Staff Writer 
Because he stayed until 1 a.m. 
on Tuesday and wrote an amazing 
front page story, such dedication! 
Congratulations! 
Will you be next? 
Graduating Summa Cum Laude and 
receiving the Academic Excellence 
award in Business Economics, Daniel 
Burkett was among the top of his class 
at the University of San Diego. Burkett 
graduated from USD in June of 2006, 
and received a job at Raytheon Corpo­
ration in San Diego. On Oct. 6 of that 
year, Burkett was killed in a boating 
accident in Northern California. 
"Anyone who knew Danny knew 
what a well rounded person he was. He 
was a model student at USD and his 
death was hard on everyone," Burkett's 
friend, Drew Capurro, said. 
During his time at USD, Burkett was 
a member of a multitude of organiza­
tions including the Alcala Club, Omi-
cron Delta Epsilon International Eco­
nomics Honor Society and Delta Tau 
Delta Fraternity (DTD). As a member 
of DTD, Danny was involved with 
the formation of Bleed Purple, a non­
profit organization that sought to assist 
members from the Greek Community 
who were stricken with life altering 
illnesses. The organization, now run 
by USD alumni, many of whom knew 
MARCUS GARCIA 
Daniel Burkett graduated in June 2006. 
Burkett, responded to his death by start­
ing a scholarship, the Daniel Burkett III 
Memorial Scholarship. 
"We all miss Danny a lot and we 
wanted him to be remembered. This 
scholarship is a way to do that," An­
thony Pavich, a committee member of 
the scholarship, said. 
Each year the Daniel Burkett III Me­
morial Scholarship awards five scholar­
ships of $1,000 each to freshmen and 
sophomore members of the Greek com­
munity who exhibit academic excel­
lence, high social standards and selfless 
service in their communities. 
On Oct. 5, 2008 the Bleed Purple 
Foundation hosted the first annual 
Danny Burkett Memorial Golf Tourna­
ment at Tecolote Canyon Golf Course 
in San Diego. This 18-hole tournament 
designed to raise funds for the Burkett 
Scholarship, drew over 70 partici­
pants!. 
They also attended a banquet in Bur­
kett's honor. The tournament raised over 
$7,000 dollars for the Burkett Scholar­
ship. Among those in attendance was 
Burkett's family. 
His father, Dan Burkett, said of the 
tournament, "it is comforting to know 
that so many people keep his memory 
alive. We look forward to Danny's Me­
morial Scholarship benefiting future 
USD students." 
The Daniel Burkett III Memorial 
Scholarship and the Danny Burkett Me­
morial Golf Tournament have become 
annual fixtures in the USD calendar. 
More information on both the scholar­
ship and the golf tournament is avail­
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CAMPUS FOCUS CO-FDITOR 
Today is my 22nd birthday and I 
could not be happier and more scared 
than I am right now. I woke up this week 
and confronted the first signs of older 
age; my first gray hairs. Thankfully, at 
this point I am not all gray but I am ex­
pecting it to happen in the near future, 
if not by the end of the day. There were 
not many of them, but they were in the 
front, taunting me as if they had a mind 
of their own, planning to make me en­
tirely gray before graduation. 
I tried to go about the rest of my day 
but could not help but think that every­
one was staring at my gray hairs. I went 
to the bathroom wishing that they had 
magically disappeared. 
Unfortunately, the gray hairs re­
mained and it seemed as if they were 
becoming even more readily visible as 
the minutes and hours passed by. The 
recurring thought that my hair could be 
silver by the time class was finished did 
not cease. 
As I continued to worry, I sensed that 
a bout of teenage acne was about to hit 
and not to my surprise, it did. I feel like 
I am back in middle school with this 
ridiculous looking acne. Now, not only 
do I still have acne, but I also have gray 
hairs oh my birthday. 
I cannot help but think that my life is 
falling apart. I know that there is some 
sort of explanation for the gray hair and 
acne, but I would prefer to live in igno­
rance and continue to believe that my 
world as I know it is falling apart. 
Sometimes I wish that I could go 
back to my blissful years of childhood. 
The years where everything was simple 
and I had zero responsibility. The years 
when a birthday party at McDonald's or 
Chuck E. Cheese's and dinosaur cakes 
were all that mattered as was being the 
first kid on your block to get Forbidden 
Bridge. 
Alas, the glory years are merely 
memories but great ones at that. I real­
ize that even if I am a gray haired, acne 
prone, 22-year-old, life really is not that 
bad. Besides, wine gets better with age. 
So in my opinion, I am going to 
become a fine Merlot; it just might take 
some time. 
Kappa Kappa Gamma helps save second base 
CHRISTINE IMPERATORE 
sSTAFF WRITFR 
The sun was in the sky and breasts 
were in the air! The USD community 
was learning how to "Help Save Second 
Base." 
On Oct. 30, from noon to 2 p.m., 
Kappa Kappa Gamma hosted their sixth 
annual "Breastival." It was a fun-filled 
event with games and prizes that helped 
promote breast cancer education. 
"We have chosen breast cancer as one 
of our major philanthropies because it is 
a disease that affects so many people," 
senior and philanthropy chair, Nicole 
Smith said. "We hold this event every 
year just as a celebration of awareness 
in the USD community." 
Students, staff, faculty and other 
guests were invited to stop by the 
courtyard in front of the Joan B. Kroc 
Institute for Peace and Justice to learn 
about breast health and win prizes. 
Participants were invited to stop at the 
various tables to play games, receive 
information, make contributions and 
collect stamps for a free slice of pizza. 
Among the activities were breast-
themed games, such as "Milk Flip 
Cup," "Guess the Celebrity Bra Size" 
and "Nipple Ring Toss." Some of the 
tables were designated for local and na­
tional organizations like The Susan G. 
Komen Foundation, City of Hope and 
Breast Cancer Network of Strength. 
"I think it was a very fun event. 
I certainly learned a lot. Also, I love 
the color pink!" sophomore Bernadine 
Locsin said. 
Although the event was mainly 
geared toward sharing information, 
there were fundraising efforts as well. 
Kappa Kappa Gamma raised money by 
LIZ CROSBY/THE VISTA 
Sophomore Emily Jacobs caught in action while playing "nipple ring toss" at Kappa's 
annual Breastival. 
selling white t-shirts with the slogan 
"Help Save Second Base" in pink let­
ters. There was also a bake sale and a 
raffle, which gave participants a chance 
to win a pink Brita water filter pitcher. 
"I like that we can promote aware­
ness through fun games. I think it really 
brings people together," Kappa Kappa 
Gamma member, junior Crystal Peter­
son said. 
Participants were also encouraged 
to get involved with fundraising walks. 
Susan G. Komen Foundation reminded 
participants to join the Race for the Cure, 
taking place Nov. 2 in Balboa Park and 
about the upcoming San Diego Breast 
Cancer 3-Day Walk on Nov. 21-23. 
According to Smith, last year's event 
was not as well-attended because it was 
postponed by the wildfires that ravaged 
San Diego. But this year's event was 
blessed with beautiful weather. 
"We are very thankful to the Joan B. 
Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice for 
letting us use this space, especially since 
the University Center is currently under 
construction," Smith said. "Hopefully 
next year we can use the brand new 
Student Life Pavilion." 
There are plenty of ways in which to 
help support the numerous breast cancer 
research organizations even after the 
Breastival. 
Although October was the official 
month for Breast Cancer awareness, you 
can still find more information about this 
issue and ways to get involved with the 
cause by visiting on e of the following 
sites: komen.org, networkofstrength. 
org or cityofhope.org. 
Mission Beach is more than surf and sunsets 
JULIAN ANTHONY 
COLUMNIST 
DearJilla: I'm trying to decide where 
I want to live next year. Is living on the 
beach really as much fun as everyone 
says it is? -Beach or Bust 
As a bright-eyed sophomore looking 
forward to her junior year, I couldn't 
wait to move to the beach. I decided 
to move into a beach front house with 
three close friends in South Mission. 
That first sunset was perfect and waking 
up to the sound of waves outside my 
window was a dream come true. While 
living the southern Californian dream 
is something I still enjoy immensely, I 
must caution those of you who are look­
ing to live on the beach, because it's not 
all sun and surf. 
Since I moved in, my roommates and 
I have experienced some serious prob­
lems. I always heard that the beach was 
unsafe, but I didn't think it was as bad 
as people said it was and figured I could 
avoid any danger by being careful. I can 
say that that view was wrong. 
The first trauma I experienced was 
my car being vandalized. I parked it on 
the jetty because my household only 
has two spots and three cars. When I 
checked it the next morning, my mir­
rors were broken off, the windshield 
wipers had been ripped away and my 
windshield was broken. This was of 
course distressful, and not to mention 
extremely expensive to repair. There 
have still been a few times when I have 
had no other choice but to park my car 
in these public places and I now have 
to worry about a random drunk person 
who may decide to haphazardly attack 
my car. 
The other unsettling event happened 
to my male roommate. He was walking 
home on the boardwalk around 1 a.m. 
with a female friend. The two of them 
had noticed that someone was follow­
ing, and they tried to hurry into our 
house as quickly as possible. However, 
they were cornered by a robber armed 
with a crowbar. My roommate managed 
to talk him out of the robbery and he 
left after realizing my friends had noth­
ing of value to steal. This happened on 
the boardwalk, which has traffic at all 
hours, right outside our house. This was 
really frightening and from then on, my 
female roommate and I refuse to walk 
back to our house at night for fear of 
our safety. 
To add on to these considerations, 
our house was robbed just several days 
ago. Although it was our fault for leav­
ing our side door open, it was unnerv­
ing to say the least. All I can say is that 
I'm glad that only things that can be 
replaced have been stolen or damaged 
and that no physical harm has come to 
me or my roommates. As of now, I am 
definitely rethinking the notion of living 
on the beach for my senior year. 
That being said, being able to take 
a dip in the ocean, riding my bike on 
the beach, roller blading and having the 
ability to experience phenomenal sun­
sets makes me want to live here again 
despite these experiences. Now I know 
the stories I have heard about the beach 
being unsafe are not just anecodtes. 
I love living on the beach, but I don't 
love feeling unsafe in my own home. 
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PRIDE is proud to promote their mission 
LESLIE CULVER 
STAFF WRITFR 
What do rainbows, cows, brown­
ies, concerts and speakers all have 
in common? They are all associated 
with PRIDE, an on-campus group that 
is dedicated to informing students at 
the University of San Diego about the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
community. 
Students host functions such as 
Coming Out Week, a celebration of 
identities that encourages awareness of 
different sexual orientations. 
PRIDE does face challenges because 
of its small size and the perceived clash 
between the mission of the university 
and the mission of the organization; at 
a Catholic university, it is a controver­
sial group. "Students here might have 
mixed feelings about PRIDE because 
everyone was brought up differently 
and comes from different backgrounds, 
religions and ideologies," junior Kenna 
Brown said. 
Brown also pointed out that because 
USD does not have as big a population 
as San Diego State University, it may 
account for the smaller portion of indi­
viduals who are willing to participate in 
PRIDE. 
After Coming Out Week, there was 
an apparent need to recruit more mem­
bers when preparing for the issue of 
Proposition 8. The group realized that 
they did not have the manpower or time 
to organize anything. 
The president of PRIDE, senior 
Claire Kelly, commented on what the 
group can do in the future to help stu­
dents become aware of PRIDE's exis­
tence. "We can continue to do our well-
LAUREN BARULICH 
STAFF WRITFR 
Local San Diego resident Rosalie 
Cardenas has been an avid salsa dancer 
for the past 20 years and has enjoyed 
the liberty of her independence, until 
she was recently afflicted with liver 
cancer. After successfully treating the 
cancer, Cardenas subsequently lost feel­
ing in her lower body and was confined 
to a wheelchair. Despite these disheart­
ening events, Cardenas has maintained 
her positive outlook on life, which is 
why the USD school of business chose 
her for their Thanksgiving House proj­
ect. 
Now in its 11th year of operation, the 
USD School of Business has offered 
this project annually as an opportunity 
for students to benefit from extensive 
hands-on experience while at the same 
time helping out a fellow community 
member in need. Under the guidance 
of Dr. Barbara Withers, undergraduate 
and graduate students can participate in 
a dynamic course that is only offered at 
two schools in the nation. 
This year, that lucky individual is 
the charismatic Cardenas whose recent 
restriction to her wheelchair has made 
her daily chores even more difficult. 
Normal tasks that do not normally test 
one's independence are now quite labo­
rious for the salsa dancing enthusiast. 
Mackenzie Trimble, a senior enrolled 
in the course, explained that their mis­
sion is "to improve the quality of life 
for our client by transforming her cur­
rent living structure into an acceptable 
and comfortable home, encouraging 
community involvement through part­
nerships and enhancing our educational 
experience as team members within the 
project." 
In preparation for their project, they 
have established specific plans for areas 
they would like to improve in Cardenas' 
home. Those plans included installing 
a roll-in shower, remodeling the entire 
kitchen and installing all new cabinets 
and appliances. Students will also re­
paint the exterior of the house, install a 
fence and smooth out the cement so that 
Cardenas will be able to move outside 
with relative ease. 
-idt! 11 
Cardenas is not the only person who 
is benefiting from the project. Students 
enrolled in the course are learning from 
real-world experience, and they receive 
three units of credit for their work. "This 
class has been so beneficial and reward­
ing at the same time because we're all 
learning so much and giving such a 
special gift to a deserving person" Erica 
Jannone, senior enrolled in the class 
said. 
The Program Management course 
teaches students a variety of useful 
skills for real life situations. Students 
must construct reports that consists of 
information pertaining to the length of 
the project and how many volunteers 
will be needed. Furthermore, they are 
responsible for tracking the time and 
money spent in renovating the house. 
Funding for the project is provided 
by several businesses around San Diego 
such as Lowe's Home Improvement, 
who have donated the appliances for 
toord on the 
facebook 
known events and work on expanding 
our scope," she said. 
Freshman Adam Sarrano, a member 
of PRIDE, said that he found out about 
the group after he came across a flyer 
in the United Multicultural Front. Sar­
rano pointed out ways in which PRIDE 
can expand membership such as "con­
necting with other groups in the United 
Front and join with them so that people 
will know about PRIDE and maybe put 
more flyers out on campus about the 
meetings we have on Wednesdays." 
Student involvement is key for the 
growth and development of PRIDE. Al­
though it may be a controversial group 
on a Catholic campus, the members of 
PRIDE Will continue to support their 
first amendment right to engage in the 
group's activities and recruit members 
on campus. 
All of the following quotes are 
taken from actual status updates 
from students at USD. 
Names have been removed for 
the sake of privacy. 
School of Business aids local San Diego resident 
ANNA MARIA MINNITI/THE VISTA 
Rosalie Cardenas smiles at the camera as she spends time in her yard. 
Cardenas' house. The students have 
helped to raise money for the Thanks­
giving Project by hosting different 
fundraisers and organizing raffles that 
have prizes which include restaurant 
gift certificates and VIP tables with a 
bottle service at popular clubs like Bar 
West and Stingaree. 
In addition, students can also pur­
chase glow-in-the-dark bracelets for 
$1 with the proceeds going directly to 
Cardenas' house. In spite of our current 
economy, students can still donate their 
time. "Anyone can help. Just show up to 
the worksite ready and willing to work 
with a good attitude," Trimble said. Vol­
unteers can assist with jobs that range 
from landscaping to painting during 
the first two weekends in November. 
Rosalie is scheduled to move into her 
new home on Nov. 9. More informa­
tion about volunteering and previous 
projects can be found at sandiego.edu/ 
thanksgivinghouse. 
...is well I hope prop D does 
me proud, that way I can drink 
' 
my way throuo next four 
years. 
...is building a bomb shelter 
& getting stocked up on dried 
milk and cereal. POOR choice, 
America. 
..wants • mom to 
she raised a FLAMING IIBFR/... 
wno r rT< <l \ - - • A. h 
office! YES WE CAN! 
...is blessed to be part of such 
a huge moment in history. 
...is hell ya it's going to be 
awesome 4 years...Go OBAMA!!! 
BSBBbSIIB 
...is now living in an Obamana-
tion. That's right, we have proven 
ourselves competent. Good shit, 
America. 
to Canada have 
fun with socialism America! 
...Obama's going to ruin this 
country! Every single one of my 
trust funds are going to get taxed 
so much :(this is so. Not fair. I'm 
going to have to get my hair cut 
at super cuts now. 
...is celebrating the end of po­
litical attack adds. 
...is i love socialism...everyone 
come b poor....eat at the park 
and b swarmed by fleas. 
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Fashion meets fabulous in the East Village 
SAMANTHA SHOREY 
FASHION COIUMNIST 
Anyone who believes the saying 
"slow and steady wins the race" has 
never met Miranda Snyder. She is the 
29 year old owner of Unlsteady, a street-
wear oriented boutique in the East Vil­
lage. And she just might be the coolest 
girl in San Diego. 
Now, I realize that phrase is rather 
trite and over-gendered but after some 
personal meetings with her, a half 
blonde, half brunette entrepreneur, I 
realized that it's the only phrase that 
fits her properly. She is a self-described 
"emotionally unavailable mean girl," 
but puts any Lindsay Lohan plastic in a 
whole separate category. 
Snyder, who has been sewing since 
she was eight has no formal fashion 
training outside of a few classes at Mesa 
Community College. She is a self-made 
owner, cashier, designer; a one woman 
show. A former accountant, she left 
fiscal figures for the fashion business. 
She bought Unlsteady from a friend 
three months ago and is the store's only 
employee. But I assure you, Unlsteady is 
never a lonely place. The boutique sees 
a steady stream of loyal customers that 
know her by first name. It also carries 
many hard to find small brands that are 
popular in Japan and New York such as 
Mishka, lOdeep and denim-cult; as well 
as big names such as CheapMonday 
and Nudies. It's a favorite of hipsters, 
skaters, sneaker-heads, bike riders, fans 
of flannel and the generally fabulous 
and funky. 
During my short interview, I watched 
her give fashion advice, work on her 
website, chat with me and manage a 
parade of customers. All of whom, by 
the way, were men. Unlsteady carries 
men's and women's clothes, and the 
crowd is motivation alone to make me 
want to quit my day job. Snyder says 
her demographic consists of about 80 
percent 25 to 35-year-old men, many of 
them asian and all of them with dispos­
able income. The place is crawling with 
guys who wear my size pants, listen 
to good music and like to party. Cha-
ching! 
At Unlsteady, the line between friend 
and customer is as shaky as the store 
name and that's a good thing. Snyder's 
hands on attitude with the customers 
sets Unlsteady apart in the boutique 
business. She offers on-site alterations 
and she performs them herself. Just one 
more aspect of her daily owner routine 
that makes Unlsteady a Mecca for the 
style-savy people with swagger. 
Although that swagger may be 
partly due to a limp. In my 40 minute 
interview, I watched two of Snyder's 
customer-friends hobble on in. The first. 
had been hit by a car while riding his 
bike, making the fact that I chose that 
as my Halloween costume seem wildly 
inappropriate. The second individual, a 
guy named Cesar, had been dropped so 
hard in a fight that he ended up with his 
foot by his ear and that's not an exag­
geration. They even pulled up the video 
on YouTube and showed me. The inter­
view just kept getting better. 
Somewhere amidst the footage 
deserving of MTV's "Scarred" and 
stock-checks, Snyder explains the roll 
of denim on her counter, attributing it 
to her latest project: making her own 
jeans. Being unique is Snyder's raison 
d' entre. 
"People are so busy following each 
other. But I think, 'what can I do that 
hasn't been done?"' 
Snyder has an eye for what's next 
and what's fresh. Unlsteady has been 
called a "brand incubator" for small 
companies that go big. Her merchandise 
selection is well-researched and fairly 
price pointed. She has an eye that results 
from a combination of natural style, 
will and hard work. "Do you think it's 
easy to fight our way through a war of 
battling bedazzled trucker hats? Trucker 
hats that glow in the dark and say things 
such as 'yo mama'" Snyder writes in 
the blog on UnlSteady's. website. 
"We did it all for YOU. I know I'm « 
a total romance. You wanna hook up or 
somethin'? Sorry. I'm taken. Taken by 
the streets of East Village." 
But that doesn't mean we can't be 
friends or customers; which are usually 
the same thing at Unlsteady, and that 
makes all the difference. 
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What is a lawyer? 
A debater? A fighter? 
Or more than that? 
A creative problem solver. 
A principled advocate. 
A rigorous and versatile thinker. 
Explore the wide scope of the law 
in a school devoted to the big picture. 
CALIFORNIA WESTERN 
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Right to death 
SERGE SEPLOVICH 
OPINION FD1T0R 
The Declaration of Independence 
ensures all American citizens the right 
to "life, liberty and the pursuit of happi­
ness." This right seems rather straight­
forward to most of us, but for terminally 
ill patients, their pursuit of happiness 
may contradict their right to life. For 
those suffering such unbearable pain, 
death often outweighs their desire to 
live. Do these patients have the same 
right to death as they do to life? 
The California Compassion Act 
gives terminally ill patients with six 
months or less to live the right to re­
quest a prescription to put them out 
of their suffering. This Act is modeled 
after Oregon's Death with Dignity Act, 
which was passed in 1997. The Com­
passion Act requires that patients be 
California residents, have six months 
or less to live and be mentally stable. 
After an informed decision is made by 
the patient, he or she must be evaluated 
by two physicians to confirm the initial 
diagnosis. After the first oral request is 
made for the lethal medication, a writ­
ten request must be filed, followed by 
an additional oral request. This ensures 
that the patient takes the time to make 
an informed decision. 
To me the most important issue to 
consider is the pain the patient is experi­
encing. The excruciating pain terminally 
ill patients go through is something that 
most of us have never, and may never, 
experience. Thus it is hard to put one­
self in their shoes. Nevertheless, it is 
important to view this ethical dilemma 
through their perspective. Freedom of 
choice must be honored above all exist­
ing laws imposed by our legal system. 
Compassion must be shown to these 
terminally ill patients, for after all they 
are the ones that are suffering. Thus, if 
an individual feels the discomfort they 
are experiencing directly prohibits them 
from any sort of happiness or joy then 
he or she should be given the right to 
terminate their own life. 
This may be a hard statement to 
swallow, but 1 do believe that in some 
cases, termination of life may be the 
best option. Now this belief may not 
align with the Catholic values embraced 
by our school, but 1 do think that it is 
unjust to impose laws made by people 
whom have not experienced such pain 
as the terminally ill. If an informed 
decision is made by the patient and he 
or she acknowledges that their anguish 
greatly restricts their happiness, then 




.Q b i e.f_C_o. py_ Editor. 
Every election cycle 
provides the United States 
of America with an opportu-
ity for a moment of reflection. 
Barack Obama's nomination to our 
nation's highest office is a move 
that highlights this importance 
given the current conditions of our 
economy and our involvement in 
the war on terror. 
The support for Obama may have 
proved to be overwhelming, but 
this should not serve as an outright 
endorsement of his future presiden­
tial policy. Se. John McCain's loss 
is disconcerting at best considering 
our nation's debt has increased to 
well over $10 trillion and that in­
cludes the recent economic bailout 
to the tune of $700 billion and the 
accumulating costs of the Iraq War. 
Obama has run on a 
campaign dedicated to 
change but he has yet 
to define policies that 
detail his method. One 
is reminded of the fi­
nancial burden that 
America is currently 
encumbered within the form of 
Medicare and Medicaid that was 
developed by President Johnson's 
Great Society initiative. Obama's 
change is to promise aid to the 
middle class, but this is a confus­
ing proposition. Who exactly will 
be taxed to create the "aid" that is 
to be given to this middle class? 
If the answer is the top-producing 
individuals of our country, then 
the appropriate response is that 
socialism is not the answer to our 
nation's economic problems. 
Furthermore, Obama's lack 
of quality leadership credentials 
is troubling and Vice President­
elect Joe Biden is not a reassuring 
figure either. Obama. a one-term 
senator, does not possess the 
first-hand experience that forged 
McCain's republican nomination 
and Biden. a 
career poli­
tician since 
the age of 




t r a  d  i  c  t  s  
the ethos ot 
change 
The Democratic 
Party has now risen 
to power in both the 
legislative and execu 
tive branch and this 
means that if they 
break it, they buy it. 
The "it" I refer to is 
the confidence of a 
generation, but if they 
do break "it," then the 
American public will 
be forced to buy an 
impossibly large debt 
that will sink Ameri­
can preeminence. 
ASHLEY MCLEAN/THE VISTA 
Reality shows signals decline of quality TV 
RYAN PLOURDE 
STAFF WRITFR 
"The Real World" is a show that 
defined a generation. It is arguably the 
most original show to hit the air waves 
since "Tom and Jerry" (honestly, who­
ever came up with the idea of a cat who 
chases a mouse is a genius). But it has 
also started a plague in American tele­
vision. The reality television sensation 
rapidly developed after MTV's hit show 
and has dominated the screen for the 
better part of two decades now. On the 
average weeknight an eager television 
viewer can see shows like "The Real 
World/Road Rules Challenge," "Real 
Chance of Love," "The Amazing Race," 
"The Biggest Loser" and the list goes 
on and on. But what has happened to 
"reality" that requires writers and direc­
tors to produce it? Why is the American 
viewer subjected to Flavor Flav and 
New York on a regular basis? How has 
the American mind sunk to a level pre­
viously thought to be unreachable? 
In the beginning it was okay. Reality 
TV was a blip on the radar, an interest­
ing experiment in the eyes of a curious 
public. The first season of "The Real 
World" premiered in 1992 and intro­
duced television audiences around the 
country to "seven strangers trying to 
find out what happens when people stop 
being polite and start getting real." Aha! 
The beginnings of reality TV maybe 
were once based on real life, but this did 
not last for long. Soon spin-off shows 
such as "Survivor" and "Big Brother" 
were looking to bank on the "real" suc­
cess shown by "The Real World," but 
honestly how real is a group of subur­
banites stranded on an island or a group 
of the craziest people on earth? Yes, 
producers make sure that these people 
are certified lunatics, living in a house 
hoping to vote each other out. Reality 
as real people knew it had ended; insert 
the reality where Bret Michaels is still 
relevant and good looking women actu­
ally find him attractive. 
Before Tom could ever catch Jerry, 
the cinematic flu that is reality TV was 
here to stay. 
And like flu symptoms that are not 
treated, reality TV got worse. In the 
short span of 16 years, reality TV has 
gone from a group of strangers living in 
New York to a group of women hoping 
to marry a millionaire who is actually 
a construction worker, Shannon Dorety 
scaring people, not with her personality 
but with her team 
of pranksters, and 
a group of young 
men fighting over 
a woman who 
actually fought 
over the illustri­
ous Flavor. Reality 
TV may have been 
real once upon a 
time, but that time 
has clearly passed; 
trust that none of 
the above plot lines 
happen in real life. 
The real question is 
why? Why is reality TV still here? Why 
is Coral still doing challenges on MTV? 
Why is Lauren Conrad better known 
by college girls than Lauren Hill? And 
why does anyone still care about Vanilla 
Ice, Ron Jeremy, Eric Estrada or any of 
the other B-list actors on "The Surreal 
Life"? 
For the answer to these pressing 
questions, one need only look in the 
mirror. That's'right; it's America. The 
citizens of this great country continue to 
watch unending drama hoping to see if 
Kristin gets her own show just like LC. 
The truth is these shows are no more 
real than "CSI." They are written in 
Hollywood basements and produced in 
Hollywood studios. 
The only way to get rid of the runny 
noses that pass as shows is to stop 
watching them. So please, please stop; 
the seven strangers in the house would 
really appreciate some privacy. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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Republican for 
of the last 
m o s t  
{fflo© 
Most impressive in the victory is that 
Obama's campaign never divulged into 
the divisive Karl Rove style politics 
that were so effective in getting George 
W. Bush elected twice. Americans now 
realize that these same politics were 
instrumental in the ensuing polarization 
the past eight years brought. 
These past years created the need 
for "change, not 
becoming more 
democratic 
But we should not forget the 
need and ability for Obama in these 
He has simultaneously expanded and re 
drawn the electorate so that red and blue 
states can no longer be taken tor granted. 
It was this message of unity that Obama 
first uttered in 2004, at the Democratic 
National Convention, when he was 
propelled to the forefront of Demo 
cratic leaders. Obama relayed this same 
Obama. 
dismal levels 
of trust in the 
A m e r i c a n  
g o v e r n  
ap p rova 
in the Bush 
administra 
tion are large 
ly responsible 
for the countries 
'ASHLEY MCLEANAHE VISTA1 
c i e a r i y  
lems the United 






to take this 
in a new and 
d i r e c t i o n  
Obama will 
Letter to the Editor 
Response to "Yes on 8:" USD's mis­
sion calls us to create an "inclusive com­
munity, and value the inherent dignity of 
each individual." Last week's opinion 
piece is in direct violation of this state­
ment. My response is written to ensure 
that no USD community member feels 
that this discriminatory opinion is repre­
sentative of the entire campus. 
Ryan Mulvey wrote of the deteriora­
tion of our nation and that banning gay 
marriage is an act to protect our children. 
If we want to raise the bar on morality in 
this country then we must start with our­
selves. I plan to teach my children morals 
and values that convey open-mindedness 
and acceptance of all people regardless of 
color, religion, age, gender or sexuality. 
Laws change over time for a reason. 
We move forward by necessity and new 
understanding of our founding principles. 
We abolished slavery, granted women 
suffrage and decriminalized interracial 
marriage. The idea that any of these pro­
gressive acts, including permitting gay 
marriage, leads to "bestial, incestuous 
or polygamous marriages" is completely 
unsubstantiated by the historic absence of 
this occurrence. 
As a student at USD, I'm proud to be 
part of an institution that seeks to create an 
inclusive environment in which to learn. 
While I respect Mulvey's right to voice 
his opinion, I respectfully reject his argu­
ment, which essentially denies respect for 
some members of our USD community 
and that rather we value and respect the 
inherent dignity of each person. 
- Jessica Swetin, senior 
— : " " _ "" TiP: -p-pp T PA 
Scott's Ponder dome 
running mate in the 2008 election. 
If McCain was familiar with his­
tory at all, he would have known that 
it was an egregious error to pick Palin 
as his vice presidential candidate. 
Although it has not been accurately 
documented throughout the course 
of history, it is blatantly obvious that 
the probability of reaching the White 
House is inversely correlated with the 
hotness of the running mate. 
Take, for example, the first election 
Dear reader, you know that I try to of this fine nation. Although John 
keep my column lightheaded and jovial Adams was quite the stud back in the 
in nature, but this week brought events day, with those sexy wisps of grey 
just a tad more serious than No Shave hair nestled ever-so-gently atop that 
November. I in no way intend to un- Immaculata-esque dome of his, John 
dermine the integrity of No Shave No- Hancock was by far the top candidate 
vember. as it is a momentous event and for Cabinet cutie. And even with the 
lam well on my way tosinglehandedly, seductive allure of Dick Cheney's 
saving Darfur with my bearded jowls, boyish grin, Joe Lieberman just looks 
but something much bigger went down too much like Geri the Cleaner, the 
this week. And no, it wasn't the release cuddly old man from "Toy Story 2" 
of "High School Musical 3." who restores Woody to mint condi-
Obama supporters cheered in tion. 
unison on Tuesday night when it was The only way McCain could have 
reported that two senior aides of John hurt his chances further would be to 
McCain confirmed they saw "no path pick, oh I don't know, Jessica Alba as 
to victory" for the stalwart war hero, his running mate. I mean, throw some 
Now, I'm not a political genius by any librarian glasses on her and have her 
stretch of the imagination, but I tell say "hockey mom" 12 billion times 
you, dear reader, that this was easier and you couldn't have done any 
to see coming than the Disney Main worse, McCain. He would have been 
Street Electrical Parade in full stereo much better off choosing someone 
on the backs of a stampeding herd of like Haley Barbour, the governor of 
elephants. In fact, I knew for certain Mississippi. Judge's ruling: not hot. 
that McCain had lost the election as Probability of winning: one billion 
early as Aug. 29, the day that Sen. percent. I think the numbers speak for 
McCain selected Sarah Palin as his themselves. 
SCOTT NOVAK 
GDI l IMNIST 
Want to write a letter to the editor? 
The Vista encourages letters to the editor 
and commentary from students, faculty, 
staff, administration and community mem­
bers. 
Letters and commentaries should be sent 
to letters@usdvista.com and will go directly 
to the editor in chief and the opinion editor. 
Letters to the editor should be limited 
to 300 words and must include the writer's 
name, phone number, year in school and are 
subject to editing for length and clarity. The 
Vista does not publish anonymous letters, 
letters that are addressed to a third party or 
letters that are in poor taste. 
Signs of anti-Semitism at USD? 
JESSE AIZENSTAT 
STAFF WRITFR 
Just because USD's religion class on 
the Holocaust was hopelessly full last 
year did not mean that 1 was going to 
settle for a substitute. I was determined. 
And coming from Jewish roots, 1 was 
particularly curious to hear what our 
faculty found acceptable to teach about 
the Catholic Church's actions, or notori­
ous inactions, in one of the most deplor­
able genocides in history, the Jewish 
Holocaust. 
It is no secret that there are not many 
Jewish students on campus. According 
to the Jewish Student Union, there are 
about 150 Jews out of a 4,160 student 
body. 1 get it; it's a Catholic school. 
But do these numbers reflect a choice 
by Jews to attend college elsewhere or 
an environment that is unwelcoming to 
their creed? 
As my class on the Holocaust has 
taught this semester, both Catholics and 
Lutherans were found helping the Jews 
and also collaborating with Nazis. While 
acknowledging such anti-Semitism has 
blatantly existed in these religious in­
stitutions, we must also remember that 
there were some members, in these very 
same religious institutions, who risked 
their lives to preserve Jewish blood. 
Yet, in almost every Jewish com­
munity in which I have participated, 
I've noticed that something lurks in the 
Jewish soul that maintains a profound 
distrust, particularly with Catholics and 
in all probability, the Catholics with the 
Jews. 
So all this led me to wonder: is there 
currently anti-Semitism atop our hill 
at USD? After a meeting with a USD 
Public Safety representative and a quick 
tour of reports posted on the school 
website, I found some disturbing news. 
There has been evidence of anti-Semi­
tism at USD. 
From a Holocaust-denying cartoon 
that The Vista published in 1991 to 
Nazi S.S. drawings in a hallway in 2004 
added to recent ongoing harassment 
reported by Jewish students, I have 
concluded that an exploration of tradi­
tional European anti-Semitism at USD 
is needed. 
Over the next few weeks I will be 
running a series of tests and interviews 
to try and measure if there is a sup­
pressed current of anti-Semitism here 
at USD. If anyone has any information 
about this phenomenon, please don't 
hesitate to make contact: 
Jesse Aizenstat 
Jesseai-10@ sandiego.edu 
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Fun for the whole family: 
Unique traditions that stick 
Kyle Beck, senior: 
When I was little, my brother and 
I used to pile into my parents' bed 
and watch the parade. But a tradi­
tion we have continued to keep is 
my great aunt Farra makes amazing 
baby cinnamon rolls for dinner. It's a 
huge effort to try and steal them from 
each other, and when they are passed 
around, everyone is watched to make 
sure each person only takes their fair 
share. They are small enough to pop 
in your mouth and they are to die for. 
It really turns into aunts, uncles and 
cousins scrapping it out for rolls. 
Senior Kyle Beck spends time with his family during the holidays. 
KYLE BECK 
—\ 
Ashley Danner, senior: 
Every year a group of friends and I 
get together to have our own Thanks­
giving dinner before we all go home 
to our families. We dress up and do it 
potluck style, each bringing a differ­
ent dish. This year we are planning 
on making it a little more formal and 
having dates. There is some improvi­
sation, aka to use staples, yes staples, 
to hold the turkey together instead of 
the turkey ties. It is all about each 
person contributing and not worrying 
about the final product. All in all it is 
a really fun tradition, and ironically, 
we all look forward to this gathering 
more than Thanksgiving with our 
families! 
Natasha Vakili, junior: 
Every Thanksgiving all of the 
kids in the family sit at one table and 
the parents sit at the other. For a lot 
of people that is common, except my 
aunt's house is set up differently, so 
the two tables are actually in differ­
ent rooms. The kids all go around 
saying what they are thankful for 
before they eat. 
Christina Sears, junior: 
One of our big Thanksgiving tra-j 
ditions growing up was making tur­
keys out of potatoes and toothpicks 
for the guests. At first it was a way 
to keep my brother and I out of the | 
kitchen and snacking on everything, 
but over time it became something 
we would do every year to decorate 
the plates. J 
Anna Savino, junior: 
Stemming from a traditional Ital­
ian family, we always have Cichorie 
which is an Italian soup made with 
spinach and meatballs. Nonna, my 
grandma, makes everything from 
scratch. We usually all eat together 
in Nonna's kitchen. It gets really 
loud and crazy, but it is so much fun. 
All of my cousins come home from 
college, and it is so great to see ev­
eryone. 
Each person has 20 different things 
to say and there is not enough time 
for everyone to share all their stories. 
After dinner we have espresso and 
dessert. Every family brings at least 
one dessert and there are usually left­
overs to last all of us a week. 
We usually play board games on 
teams, the adults versus the "kids." It 
gets so loud I can hardly hear myself 
think. I usually get a stomachache 
from all the laughing that ensues. 
Louis Barrios, senior: 
Every year on the day before 
Thanksgiving all my aunts get 
together with my mom to make ta-
males. It takes over five hours, and 
it's a huge effort but the outcome is 
so worth it. It a nice adaptation to 
an American holiday. Plus there are 
always leftovers to last a long time. 
Julie Parks, senior: 
After eating a huge dinner and 
watching football like the rest of the 
population we always get together to 
play poker. But it isn't your ordinary 
poker; we call it "Cool Hat Poker." 
My whole family has gathered old 
hats that my grandma owns from the 
1950s and 1960s. Each one of my 
family members wears one during 
the game. It is fun and silly and gives 
us time to bond. I always look for­




Junior Anna Savino celebrates Thanksgiving with her multiple family members. 
Sugar Coated Pecans 
Ingredients: 
1 egg white 
1 tablespoon water 
1 pound pecan halves 
1 cup white sugar 
3/4 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 250 degrees F. 
Grease one baking sheet. 
In a mixing bowl, whip together the 
egg white and water until frothy. In a 
separate bowl, mix together sugar, salt, 
and cinnamon. 
Add pecans to egg whites, stir to 
coat the nuts evenly. Remove the nuts, 
and toss them in the sugar mixture 
until coated. Spread the nuts out on the 
prepared baking sheet. 
Bake at 250 degrees F for 1 hour. 
Stir every 15 minutes. 
Pumpkin Dip 
Ingredients: 
1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese, 
softened 
2 cups confectioners' sugar 
1 (15 ounce) can solid pack 
pumpkin 
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon 
1 tablespoon pumpkin pie spice 
1 teaspoon frozen orange juice 
concentrate 
Directions: 
In a medium bowl, blend cream 
cheese and confectioners' sugar until 
smooth. 
Gradually mix in the pumpkin. 
Stir in the cinnamon, pumpkin pie 
spice and orange juice until smooth 
and well blended. Chill until serving. 
Grandma's Favorite 
-Green Bean Casserole., 
F 
Ingredients: 
2 tablespoons butter 
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon white sugar 
1/4 cup onion, diced 
1 cup sour cream 
3 (14.5 ounce) cans French style 
green beans, drained 
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese 
1/2 cup crumbled buttery round 
crackers 
1 tablespoon butter, melted 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
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CARLY HALL 
Junior Carly Hall enjoys grocery shopping 
before preparing her Thanksgiving dishes. 
Melt 2 tablespoons butter in a large 
skillet over medium heat. Stir in flour 
until smooth and cook for one minute. 
Stir in the salt, sugar, onion and sour 
cream. Add green beans and stir to 
coat. 
Transfer the mixture to a 2 1/2 quart 
casserole dish. Spread shredded cheese 
over the top. In a small bowl, toss 
together cracker crumbs and remaining 
butter, and sprinkle over the cheese. 
Bake for 30 minutes in the preheated 
oven, or until the top is golden and 
cheese is bubbly. 
Grandma's Apple and 
Sausage Dressing 
Ingredients: 
11/2 cups cubed whole wheat bread 
3 3/4 cups cubed white bread 
1 pound ground turkey sausage 
1 cup chopped onion 
3/4 cup chopped celery 
2 1/2 teaspoons dried sage 
1 1/2 teaspoons dried rosemary 
1/2 teaspoon dried thyme 
1 Golden Delicious apple, cored and 
chopped 
3/4 cup dried cranberries 
1/3 cup minced fresh parsley 
1 cooked turkey liver, finely 
chopped 
3/4 cup turkey stock 
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, 
melted 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degree F. 
Spread the white and whole wheat 
bread cubes in a single layer on a large 
baking sheet. Bake for 5 to 7 minutes 
in the preheated oven, or until evenly 
toasted. Transfer toasted bread cubes to 
a large bowl. 
In a large skillet, cook the sausage 
and onions over medium heat, stirring 
and breaking up the lumps until evenly 
browned. Add the celery, sage, rose­
mary and thyme; cook, stirring, for 2 
minutes to blend flavors. 
Pour sausage mixture over bread 
in bowl. Mix in chopped apples, dried 
cranberries, parsley and liver. Drizzle 
with turkey stock and melted butter, 
and mix lightly. Spoon into turkey to 
loosely fill. 
Mom's Sweet Potato Pie 
Ingredients: 
4 cups sweet potato, cubed 
1/2 cup white sugar 
2 eggs, beaten 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
4 tablespoons butter, softened 
1 /2 cup milk 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/2 cup packed brown sugar 
1/3 cup all-purpose flour 
3 tablespoons butter, softened 
1/2 cup chopped pecans 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 325 degrees F. 
Put sweet potatoes in a medium 
saucepan with water to cover. Cook 
over medium high heat until tender; 
drain and mash. 
In a large bowl, mix together the 
sweet potatoes, sugar, eggs, salt, butter, 
milk and vanilla. Mix until smooth. 
Transfer to a 9 x 13 inch baking dish. 
In medium bowl, mix the sugar 
and flour. Mix in the butter until the 
mixture is coarse. Add the pecans. 
Sprinkle the mixture over the sweet 
potato mixture. 
Bake in the preheated oven 30 
minutes, or until the topping is lightly 
brown. 
Place turkey in a Dutch oven or 
roasting pan. Separate the skin over 
the breast to make little pockets. Put 3 
tablespoons of the butter on both sides 
between the skin and breast meat. 
In a medium bowl, combine the 
water with the bouillon. Sprinkle in the 
parsley and minced onion. Pour over 
the top of the turkey. Sprinkle season­
ing salt over the turkey. 
Cover with foil and bake in the 
preheated oven 3 1/2 to 4 hours, until 
the internal temperature of the turkey 
reaches 180 degrees F. For the last 45 
minutes, remove the foil so the turkey 
will brown nicely 
Aunt Julie's Turkey 
Ingredients: 
1 (12 pound) whole turkey 
6 tablespoons butter, divided 
4 cups warm water 
3 tablespoons chicken bouillon 
2 tablespoons dried parsley 
2 tablespoons dried minced onion 
2 tablespoons seasoning salt 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 




2 (8 ounce) packages cream 
cheese, softened 
1/2 cup white sugar 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 eggs 
1 (9 inch) prepared graham 
cracker crust 
1/2 cup pumpkin puree 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 pinch ground cloves 
1 pinch ground nutmeg 
1/2 cup frozen whipped topping, 
thawed 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 325 degrees F. 
In a large bowl combine cream 
cheese, sugar and vanilla. Beat until 
smooth. Blend in eggs one at a time. 
Remove 1 cup of batter and spread into 
bottom of crust; set aside. 
Add pumpkin, cinnamon, cloves and 
nutmeg to the remaining batter and stir 
gently until well blended. Carefully 
spread over the batter in the crust. 
Bake in preheated oven for 35 to 
40 minutes, or until center is almost 
set. Allow to cool, then refrigerate 
for 3 hours or overnight. Cover with 
whipped topping before serving. 
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KAITLIN PERRY 
A AC FDITOR 
These past few weekends I've been 
meeting a lot of new people and with 
introductions come the sharing of 
names. I'm introduced as either Kait­
lin Perry or Kaitlin Pearl Perry, often 
alongside the friendly nicknames 
Kathy or Little One, Gremlin or KP 
Squared. But no matter which name is 
used, I always, without fail, receive a 
Katy Perry comment. 
You all know who she is. She's the 
singer who only wears vintage clothes 
and sings about sexual orientation ex­
perimentation. She kisses girls (and 
guys) and apparently really likes it. 
While the comparison remains to be 
funny, I think it is negatively affecting 
the way people perceive me. 
First of all is the comparison be­
tween looks. She has brown hair; I 
have brown hair. She has light eyes; 
I have light eyes. Luckily, the other 
weekend, a young man was kind 
enough to say that I look nothing like 
her. I think she's kind of weird look­
ing, personally, and her attitude isn't 
that cool either. Also, as an unrelated 
side-note, she associates with someone 
that goes by the name of Miley Cyrus. 
Not cool. 
The second thing is the comparison 
in music taste. One guy after hearing 
my name said, "I love your taste in 
music." I, in reply, said "Thanks, how 
do you know what music I like?" And 
he said, "You sing that song, about 
kissing girls," with a wink. I laughed, 
of course, because that was for sure 
the funniest way the topic has been ap­
proached so far. 
But seriously speaking, that song 
has put quite a damper on my day-to-
day life. People play the song (which I 
really, really dorr't like) when I enter a 
room. They sometimes even ask me to 
sing along and, if they catch me at the 
right time on a Friday night, I probably 
will. The song haunts me; it's always 
by my side, and it's always connected 
to me and my name. Again, not cool. 
The final thing that's always brought 
up is if I, too, like kissing girls, espe­
cially since it is a well-known fact 
that I'm obsessed with and addicted 
to chapstick. Those facts shall not be 
divulged through my column in The 
Vista. 
But if you'd like to hear a juicy fact 
about my interests, I am completely 
obsessed with penguins. I love them 
almost as much as I love chapstick. 
AVERY DURNAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
"Are you Jessie Baylin?" 
I thought I had recognized her from 
her album cover and, sure enough, 
there she was. Baylin and her band 
had just finished a set and were stand­
ing outside the House of Blues on Oct. 
28, ready to head up to Los Angeles 
for the night. 
After a few minutes of chit-chat, 
Baylin told me the interview could 
wait until the next day and graciously 
urged me to check out a few songs 
from Matt Nathanson's set. Baylin has 
been opening for Nathanson through­
out the fall, road-tripping through the 
nation's major cities with a guitar in 
her hands. Their collaborative tour 
has received great reviews from fans 
and press alike, that have hailed the 
artists for both their talent and crowd 
pleasing abilities. 
Baylin herself has received fantas­
tic press lately, particularly stemming 
from her debut album "Firesight." 
Called by Rolling Stone an album "that 
shall blow your mind," "Firesight" is 
now available on Verve Forecast. 
The acclaimed 24-year-old song­
writer was able to take a few minutes 
to talk to The Vista about her musical 
roots, new album and start of a new 
life: 
The Vista: How did you get started 
writing songs? 
Jessie Baylin: I've always loved writ­
ing and in high school I started writ­
ing poetry and such. Then I moved 
to L.A. and it seemed to happen 
naturally. I was sitting around with a 
friend one night and we were singing 
some of our favorite songs and play­
ing some music. Before I knew it, we 
were writing a new song and I knew 
the words that needed to go with the 
music. It was immediately obvious 
that this was what I wanted to do; I 
knew it right away. I got a little band 
together, started playing a few shows 
and everything happened in a really 
natural progression. 
V: I see Nashville is your new home­
town. How did you end up there? 
JB: I actually moved to Nashville 
from L.A. not too long ago and I have 
a house there with my fiance [Nathan 
Followill from Kings of Leon]. It was 
not worth keeping my place in L.A. 
because I'm on the road so much, so 
I moved down to Nashville. I actually 
haven't spent much time 
there at all because even 
when I was recording my 
album, I was working the. 
whole time. 
V: Where did you record 
your album? 
JB: At Hap Town Studios 
in Nashville. It's an old 
warehouse near the Sounds 
Stadium, close to down­
town. Rodger Moutenot, 
producer of the album as 
well as Rogue Wave and Yo 
La Tengo, turned the ware­
house into a studio. 
V: If you had to recommend 
a track from your album, 
what would it be? 
JB: I'd say listen to "I'll 
Cry" and "See How I Run." 
I really like both of these 
songs. I like the way we 
recorded them and they are 
both good stories. . 
V: I love the title of your 
album, "Firesight." How did 
you come up with that? 
JB: When I was growing 
up, my parents had a bar and 
restaurant that we lived on 
top of and it was called The 
Firesight. They still have it 
actually. I thought that since 
the name represents the be­
ginning of my life, I would 
have the same name repre­
sent the beginning of my 
career. That place is where a 
lot of my sensibilities come 
from; from me growing up 
in an adult world. It had a 
jazz bar, which also had a huge influ­
ence on me and my development. -
V: Are your parents musical? 
JB: Very much so. My mom can sing 
really well and my dad can play ac­
cordion and guitar pretty well. When 
we come to town, my dad loves jam­
ming with the boys in my band. He 
really enjoys it. 
V: What did you think of the San 
Diego show? 
JB: It was really great, even though 
people sort of trickled in a little late. I 
had a good time and I like San Diego. 
I've played here a few times before- at 
the Belly Up and also at some strange 
little club I can't remember the name 
of. But I'll be back at the Belly Up in 
January. 
If you missed Baylin's Oct. 28, 
don't make the same mistake in 
January. Look into purchasing her 
album, "Firesight" as soon as you 
get a chance. A soulful collection of 
songs about her life that inspire the 
listener, it has received rave reviews 
from newspapers nationwide. It can 
be found at your local record store 
and on iTunes. 
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Kronomy - Share your life 
http://kronomy.com/index.php?a=27 
I decided to 
approach this 
week's column 
with a relevant 
theme, can you 
guess what it is? 
If you guessed 
politics, congrat­
ulations! Though 
I did run into a bit of a snafu, how­
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filled tale of the 
Sawtelle family. 
The Sawtelles 
originally arrived in northern Wisconsin 
when Edgar's grandfather, John Saw­
telle, bought a picturesque piece of land 
in hopes of becoming a dairy farmer. He 
soon realized his passion for dog breed­
ing when his dog, Violet, has puppies. He 
then creates the fictional Sawtelle breed 
that gained recognition for its tempera­
ment and uncommon intelligence. After 
the grandfather dies, he leaves behind a 
legacy that shaped the Sawtelle's future 
generations in the form of these unique 
dogs. 
Gar and Trudy Sawtelle resume the 
family business of breeding and train­
ing dogs. Their 14-year-old son Edgar, 
a bom mute, looks for companionship in 
Almondine, his own Sawtelle dog, who 
exemplifies the breed's nobility and as­
tuteness. In fact, he remembers playing 
with Almondine before he was even out 
of the crib while his mother worked with 
the other dogs. However, this idyllic pic­
ture of boy and his dog is abruptly inter­
rupted with his father's death. 
Edgar watches helplessly as his pater­
nal uncle, Claude, worms his way into 
life on the farm and his mother's admi­
ration. Still shaken with grief and filled 
with suspicion, he sets out to prove that 
Claude murdered his father. Edgar soon 
finds himself forced to flee his home and 
seek refuge in the wilderness with only 
three dogs to help him survive. However, 
his determination to bring justice for his 
father brings him back to the farm. 
Wroblewski leaves no doubt that the 
novel's foundation is based on Shake­
speare's "Hamlet." The author emphasiz­
es the connection between the characters 
of the two stories with the similarities of 
the names. Claude's character resonates 
the scheming personality of Hamlet's 
uncle, Claudius; Trudy is derived from 
Gertrude, Hamlet's mother. 
Despite the parallels of the two literary 
works, "The Story of Edgar Sawtelle" has 
a distinctive style of its own. The author's 
descriptions create powerful images of 
the Midwestern landscape and the heart 
behind it, making the book stand on its 
own as a captivating story. 
will be printed well after the polls 
close and, when you're reading The 
Vista in La Paloma, looking like the 
ultimate collegiate, you will already 
know who will be leading our country 
for the next four years. What is a col­
umnist to do? 
I then discovered a random and in­
credibly informative and interactive 
website that depicts a literal showdown 
between McCain and Obama. I decid­
ed to debut it for this week because it 
gives a lot of background information 
on each candidate, one of which will 
be our next president. And while I hope 
that the candidate that I vote for wins, 
if he loses, then I'm stuck with a presi­
dent I know very little about. Hence, I 
will be hitting up kronomy.com/index. 
php?a=27. I know it's not the easiest 
site to type into your browser, but bear 
with me, because it's worth it in order 
to get the full scoop on our president, 
whether it be Obama or McCain. 
If McCain should pull out the vic­
tory on Nov. 4, then click on Camp 
McCain. There, you will find videos of 
speeches he has given over the course 
of his campaign, articles about the 
senator and pictures of him through­
out his life. There are also random 
photos of his daughter being born if 
you're into that kind of thing. There 
is also information on his well-known 
running mate, Sarah Palin, and a link 
to her own timeline. You can also see 
pictures of her and read about the 
Tina Fey doppelganger. Read what 
other people have to say about "The 
Maverick" and check out the fun facts. 
Did you know McCain has 22 pets at 
home? Whether you like him or not, 
if he ends up winning, you should get 
up to speed and know your president a 
little better. 
On the flip side, there is Camp 
Obama. His page also includes videos, 
articles and pictures. You can read 
about his early childhood in Hawaii 
and how he got started in politics. Both 
camps include a visual of who has 
more support. Surprisingly, in the time 
it took to write this column McCain 
moved up one percent, so it will b& 
interesting to see how it all turns out 
come Tuesday evening. 
I hope everyone exercised their 
right to vote this year. As much as I 
hate the recent celebrity public service 
announcement, "Don't Vote," they did 
make a good point. No matter if you're 
Democrat or Republican, or even if 
you didn't agree with the mainstream 
candidates, voting is an important 
part of being an American citizen. So 
whoever wins, check out this website 
and learn a little bit about our new 
president and who he is because he'll 
be in the white house for the next four 
years. Everyone should know at least 
something about him. 
Zack and Miri Make a Porno 
The Weinstein Company 
LAUREN MILLSLAGLE 
STAFF WRITFR 
It has been sug­
gested to me to 
make my column 
more personal. 
With that being 
said, I have decid­
ed to stray from 
my typical review 
formula, a sum­
mary plus short analysis. Instead, I'll 
write this as if you asked me in person 
how the movie was. 
So with that being said: 
You: Hey Lori, how was "Zack and 
Miri Make a Porno"? 
Me: Hel 1 a good! I really 1 iked it which 
I wasn't expecting because a) it was di­
rected by Kevin Smith (bleh) and b) it's 
about two friends falling in love while 
making a porno to pay their bills. It was 
surprisingly good and I think it was be-
SethR 
Elizabet 
made a movie 
so titillating that 
we can only 
show you this 
drawing: 
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coming aoon 
cause it was well cast and didn't seem 
like it was written by Kevin Smith. By 
that I mean it wasn't bogged down by 
all the unnecessary dialog that is typi­
cally part of his films. 
The movie starred Seth Rogen who 
played Zack, which is why I wanted to 
see it in the first place and Elizabeth 
Banks, who plays Miri. It also had 
Craig Robinson, best known as Daryl 
from "The Office," who did a great job 
playing a comical, racially sensitive 
character. 
One of my favorite scenes is at 
Zack and Miri's 10-year high school 
reunion when Zack meets a fabulously 
successful gay porn star. This porn 
star is played by an actor that made a 
great cameo appearance whose name I 
won't reveal. 
As a whole, the film was delight­
fully crude and had the entire audience 
laughing throughout. I loved "Zack 
and Miri Make a Porno" and I suggest 
it to anyone who really liked "Super-
bad" or "The 40 Year Old Virgin." 
t h e  s t o r y  o f  
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Be a part of a mission that's larger than all of US. The CIA's National Clandestine 
Service seeks qualified applicants to serve our country's mission abroad. Our careers offer rewarding, 
fast-paced, and high impact challenges in intelligence collection on issues of critical importance 
to US national security. Applicants should possess a high degree of personal integrity, strong 
interpersonal skills, and good written and oral communication skills. We welcome applicants from 
various academic and professional backgrounds. Do you want to make a difference for your country? 
Are you ready for a challenge? 
All applicants for National Clandestine Service positions must successfully undergo several personal 
interviews, medical and psychological exams, aptitude testing, a polygraph interview, and a background 
investigation. Following entry on duty, candidates will undergo extensive training. US citizenship 
required. An equal opportunity employer and a drug-free work force. 
For more information and to apply, visit: www.cia.gov 
summer. Innerpartysystem will take a 
gig anywhere, emphasizing that they are 
about the "huge party...it takes the spot­
light off [them], and puts it on the music, 
where it belongs," according to their 
lalbe, Island Records. In other words, 
they attempt to combine dance party 
anthems with alternative rock njusic to 
create deliciously infectious beats. 
At the heart of the album, Innerparty­
system delivers music that when turned 
up loud enough, will make listeners 
dance like crazy. Fans of Nine Inch Nails 
or the Killers will be fans of Innerparty­
system. In fact, the band enlisted Nine 
Inch Nails producer, Alan Moulder, as the 
brainchild of their funky debut. With the 
goal of partygoers achieving that blissful 
dance party status, Innerpartysystem is 
burgeoning on its peak of success. 
Currently, the band is pre­
paring for the video release 
of "Don't Stop." They plan to 
tour in the spring and hit the 
South by Southwest Music 
festival in Austin, Texas this 
YOU CAN MAKE A WORLD 
OF DIFFERENCE. 
NATIONAL CLANDESTINE SERVICE CAREERS 
CHELSEA ROBINSON 
filJFST WRITFR 
What do you get when you give ste­
roids to the members of the Postal Ser­
vice? Innerpartysystem, of course! The 
Reading, a Pennsylvania-based quartet 
brings the electronic music to the edge 
with their insane synths, scratchy beats 
and a techno bass that playfully lingers 
on the drawn-out lyrics. Their admira­
tion of Daft Punk inspired their efforts. 
After touring in North America, Brit­
ain and Europe the past year, the band 
dropped their self-titled debut album on 
Sept. 30. After receiving much airtime 
on FUSE and a myriad of alternative Top 
40 radio stations, their single, "Don't 
Stop," instantly generated a broad fan-
base. They wrote the song as 
a mockery of the current ce­
lebrity fascination phenome­
non. Other messages include 
references to the corruption 
of the Chinese government. 
The single can also be heard 
on EA's "FIFA Street 3" and 
"Madden NFL 09 20th Anni­
versary Collector's Edition." 
fnipOlFlF MiMiala 
USD Hen's Basketball vs. CSVLA 
November 8* 1008 
4:OOpm-5:OOpm 




Main Dining will be dosed. 
Dinner will be served at the JCP 
Pre-purchase tickets at Nain Dining. 
Heal Plans, Campus Cash, 
Cash & Credit Cards Accepted > 
S9 or I Neal 
Includes Special Edition T-Shirt UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO 
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Studio & Spa 
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Best Hair Color 
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3880 Convoy St., #102 
30% Off 
on all entrees!! 
Not include beverages or 
dessert. 
Notvalidwill, snyotheroffer. One 
couponperparty. Valid antyattha San 
Diego Stoma. PleasepneseiiLthe coupon 
iipoil ordering. 
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"Everything has got to be love or 
death" the White Lies dramatically sing. 
The British trio formed the band about 
a year ago and since then have accrued 
quite the following. Riding the recent 
British invasion musical phenomenon, 
the band recently toured major U.S. 
clubs, including Los Angeles' The Roxy 
last Thursday, even though they are 
under the American drinking age. 
Heralded as close to a cultish musi­
cal phenomenon, fans have been driven 
to tears at White Lies shows where 
the three British gentlemen address 
the world's major issues through their 
music. From romance to the morals of 
electric shock therapy, the band fear­
lessly pursues the darker questions in 
life, as evidenced by their newly re­
leased EP entitled "Death." 
Harry McVeigh, lead singer and 
guitar player for The White Lies, took 
a few minutes to chat with The Vista 
before their show at The Roxy 
Vista: How did the band get started? 
Harry: We all met a long, long, long 
time ago, we're old friends from school. 
Charles and Jack actually met each other 
in primary school. But we just started 
White Lies a year ago. 
V: Only a year ago? How has the past 
year been? 
H: Well, it's been crazy. It has been a 
big compliment to us that people like 
our music and that they like it enough 
to support us as much as they have. It 
means a lot and it has been an amazing 
V: How do you like playing the States? 
H: We were in America this summer 
and we're back again now so I guess 
you can say we like it pretty well! We 
played Lollapalooza in Chicago, which 
was a lot of fun, and we've also played 
San Francisco, L.A. and New York. 
L.A. is beautiful, we're really excited 
to play tonight at the Roxy. It's great 
over here, and we love it. People are 
a lot less cynical and appreciate music 
more than people at home. We love the 
enthusiasm. 
V: Where is your favorite 
place to perform? 
H: I would have to say 
three places in particular. 
London is special be­
cause that's sort of where 
we're from so our friends 
and family come down 
whenever we play there 
and there's a little party 
after the show, which is 
fun. The other two would 
be New York because I 
love the city and it's an 
amazing place and Tokyo 
because it's insane. All 
the stories you've heard 
are true about Japan and 
it is wild! The fans are 
great there but a little out 
of control. We played the 
Fiji Raw festival a while 
back and people were 
waiting outside our hotel 
when we got there. We 
V: If you had to pick a White Lies track 
for a random listener, what would it 
be? 
H: "Fifty on our Foreheads." I love 
playing it live and I feel like it's a good 
taster for someone who hasn't heard of 
us before. 
While The White Lies have not yet 
played San Diego, they hope to very 





year in so many ways. We're all only 
twenty, so it's sort of a great coinci­
dence. Things just took off for us and 
now we're doing loads of shows. 
had really just released one tiny little 
single, but they were all there, scream­
ing and so on. It was quite strange, come 
to think of it. 
AVERY DURNAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
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EVAN SMITH 
G1JFSTWRITFR 
The Vista: When you opened for the 
Mountain Goats in the spring, you were 
Jeffrey Lewis and the Jitters and now 
you are Jeffrey Lewis and the Jackals. 
Why the name change and who's in your 
current band? 
Jeffrey Lewis: We keep coming up with 
different band names, mostly just for 
fun. Over the years, we've had this thing 
where we never really settled into a cer­
tain band name because we're whoever 
happens to be around. It's partially fun 
to come up with these different names. 
The band's core is my brother Jack'on 
bass, our friend Dave on drums, Alan 
Shriner on keyboards for several spring 
tours and that four-piece lineup was Jef­
frey Lewis and the Jitters. Now me, Jack 
and Dave are going as Jeff Lewis and 
the Jackals. We're also doing a bunch of 
Jack's songs so it makes sense to have 
Jack's name in the band title. 
V: Who are your main music influences 
and favorite artists? 
JL: I like any artist that has their own 
persona, their own perspective on things 
and who takes precedent over just trying 
to get really technically good at playing 
and singing. Lou Reed is a big hero of 
mine as well as Jonathan Richmond, 
Daniel Johnston and The Fall. The Fall 
is definitely one of my favorite bands. 
Anybody who allows their own personal 
creative views to take them where they 
want to go would be my favorite, people 
who seem to end up having life-long 
careers because when their goal is to be 
themselves as much as possible and not 
something that is going to fade away. 
All those different people continually 
let their own voice speak out, have very 
different perspectives on the world and 
very different creative styles, but they're 
so fearlessly themselves that I find them 
very inspirational. It doesn't scare me 
off into thinking I'm not good enough at 
music or writing songs. The only thing 
you have to be good enough at doing is 
simply being yourself and that's some­
thing everyone can bring to the table and 
to offer the world. 
V: Your last music project was a full 
album of Crass covers. What inspired 
that? 
JL: Crass wrote incredible songs and I 
felt there was an opportunity to take these 
great songs and bring them to some new 
musical places, to some new ears that 
maybe hadn't heard them before and I 
think there's a lot of people who would 
really love what Crass does if only they 
could hear it from a new perspective. 
For me it was a real discovery process 
because I've loved Crass for years but 
it wasn't until I started learning how to 
play and sing those songs that my appre­
ciation for them grew 10 fold. The way 
they operate their band, the way they 
wrote songs, the way they recorded, 
the way they did tours; it's such an in­
spiration. That album was a really fun 
project because usually when recording 
my own songs I tended to prefer very 
stripped down, basic recordings. With 
the Crass project it was more like, okay 
how can I take somebody else's basic 
punk recordings and go in the opposite 
direction with them and really sort of 
let them blossom. I think the learning 
process of what I can see myself do as a 
producer really informs our new album 
which I finished recording in New York 
where I really took some of those les­
sons I learned making the Crass album 
cross over with my own songwriting and 
figured out different ways of producing 
my own songs. So, we'll see how that 
all works out once my new album's all 
wrapped up. 
V: If someone's trying to get into Jeffrey 
Lewis, what's the first album that they 
should get? 
JL: As a good introductory album? 
V: Yes, exactly. 
JL: Well, I guess that really tends to 
become a problem. As bands release 
more and more albums, it becomes 
harder and harder to find a point of entry. 
I know that's a reason a lot of people 
have trouble getting into the Fall or the 
Grateful Dead or Jazz or something like 
that. I think for us our most representa­
tive album might be our second one, 
"It's the Ones Who've Cracked That the 
Light Shines Through" because that one 
has a pretty even mix between the really 
basic, simple folk song with narrative 
folk stories mixed in with the more 
raucous stuff we do with Jack and the 
band, the kind of punkier, noisy upbeat 
stuff. Some of the more psychedelic, im-
provisational material is on it too. That 
probably has the most across the board 
samples of the kind of material we do 
when we play live. 
V: Any thoughts on the current eco­
nomic crises and its impact on the art 
community? 
JL: It's especially interesting for us to be 
touring the states, especially before the 
election. After hearing all this stuff on 
the news about the impending economic 
crises and that America may be going 
through hard times, it's certainly from a 
New York City perspective. I see it as 
such a separate universe from the rest of 
the country that it's going to be very in­
teresting to look around and see what's 
going on. We're going from Seattle to 
San Francisco to Austin to Fort Lauder­
dale. We'll really be running around the 
whole country and kind of see what's 
out there. I do these things that I call 
low budget videos where I have these 
illustrated songs and my brand new one 
is this biography of Barack Obama. I'll 
probably be performing that for a bunch 
of these shows just sort of spreading 
some of the good stuff that Barack has 
done in his life. 
V: In your latest FUFF comic book you 
showed yourself in the future. Where do 
you see yourself 40-years from now? 
JL: That's such a hard question that I 
ponder all the time, whether my life is 
going to collapse in complete ruin or 
whether I'll find some kind of self-
satisfaction and be able to keep my 
head above water financially by 
doing what I do or whether I'll 
end up kicking myself wishing 
that I had gone to law school or 
something. I do think that if there is any 
self-satisfaction from life it's by doing 
things you get better at over time which 
is why I think doing artwork, writing 
or anything that is a learning process, 
whether it's carpentry or learning in any 
way, there's something you can look 
forward to improving over the course of 
your life. As you get older every passing 
year, with all of the detriments of getting 
older you can say that if you keep doing 
something you improve on over time it 
becomes really positive. That's why I 
think it's really important for everyone 
to get into things that when you get to be 
60,70, 80, you have a bunch of built up 
experience you wouldn't trade just to be 
young again. For me, it's making comic 
books and I would like to think that I 
will keep getting better and better at 
making them throughout my whole life 
and that's something I can look forward 
to no matter what anxiety I have about 
how the rest of my life may turn out. 
V: What's next for you,'band touring 
and album wise? I know you're coming 
to the Casbah in San Diego on the 27th, 
but what else is going on? 
JL: I' m pretty psyched about that new 
issue of my comic book I just put out. I 
haven't started the next issue yet so it's 
back to staring at a blank sheet of paper 
trying to come up with new ideas. Also, 
I've almost finished the new album I've 
been recording at my friend's house in 
Brooklyn. I probably have a few little 
changes to make though. I have to figure 
out what the song order is and things 
like that, as well as the album artwork. 
Hopefully that album comes out within 
the next few months or as soon as pos­
sible really. We're trying out a bunch of 
new stuff on the tour but we're mixing in 
some of the old songs, some of the Crass 
covers and some of the illustrated songs. 
We're sort of figuring out where we are 
as a band now and what the next step 
is. We've done so many support tours 
over the past year like the show with 
the Mountain Goats, Stephen Malkmus, 
the Jicks, the Super Furry Animals and 
the Cribs, so many bands we've played 
with over the past couple years. This is 
kind of our first real headlining tour of 
the U.S. so it will be interesting to see if 
we've really built up enough fans and if 
people remember us and actually come 
see our show. So far it's been good, the 
show last night was sold out and Van­
couver the night before was really well 
attended too. We've never played before 
in San Diego and as well as other places 
so it will be interesting to see if anybody 
knows we exist. 





When it comes to politics and sports, 
politicians and athletes almost go hand 
in hand. When an election occurs, poli­
ticians will usually look for help from 
celebrities and athletes to help their 
campaigns generate publicity. 
In this election year former NBA 
superstars Magic Johnson and Alonzo 
Mourning are just a couple of the ath­
letes that have decided to lend their 
support to democratic candidate Barack 
Obama. Others who have thrown their 
support behind Obama include Clippers' 
guard Baron Davis, former San Diego 
Charger, current Kansas City Chief line­
backer Donnie Edwards and Cincinnati 
Red's manager Dusty Baker. 
On the McCain side, his supporters 
include the former Arizona Diamond-
back Curt Schilling; both of whom are 
friends with McCain and have been 
lending their support for his campaign 
since it began. Also, hall of fame Ari­
zona coach Lute Olson, hall of fame 
pitcher Nolan Ryan, as well as former 
Dallas quarterback Troy Aikman have 
thrown their support behind McCain. 
A professional sports team should 
not be affected by any issue that creates 
divisions within a team. Players are paid 
to focus on the next game, not a current 
political or social issues. A professional 
athlete should focus on his or her sport, 
what unites him and his teammates, not 
what divides them. 
Cleveland quarterback Brady Quinn 
appeared with Vice Presidential can­
didate Sarah Palin at a rally in Ohio. 
Quinn not only appeared at the event, 
but also gave words of encouragement 
and support for the McCain-Palin cam­
paign. When the rally concluded, Quinn 
went back to Cleveland to practice for 
the Browns the next day. Apparently, 
some players within the Browns orga­
nization were upset that Quinn had been 
so vocal with his opinion. Head coach 
Romeo Crennel addressed the issue 
with the team and decided to ban politi­
cal conversation in the Browns' locker 
room. 
Athletes are probably not the most 
influential people when it comes to 
the presidential campaign, and politics 
should not be a topic of focus in the 
locker room of a professional sports 
team. They should be focused on win­
ning their next game, not endorsing a 
political canidate. But I do feel that it is 
great to see athletes voicing their opin­
ions. This election is historical, and it is 
good to see athletes taking a part in this 
political milestone in America. 
Sports Editor: Ray Ayala 
Asst. Sports Editor: Eric Ebner 
rayala@usdvista.com 
Toreros lose game and grasp on division 
DARREN FEENEY 
STAFF WRITFR 
The University of San Diego men's 
soccer team fell to the St. Mary's Gaels 
2-0 in the Toreros' second West Coast 
Conference loss of the season. The 
Sunday loss followed their first WCC 
defeat by the Santa Clara Broncos. The 
Toreros have now dropped to 6-7-3 
overall and 6-2-0 in WCC play, while 
the Gaels improve to 4-8-3 overall and 
3-3-2 in the conference. The loss now 
narrows the Toreros' lead in the West 
Coast Conference standings. 
Gaels' midfielder Erik Rivas put 
his team on the board first in the 36th 
minute of action. Rivas' shot went past 
Kelin Briones who attempted to block 
but the ball hit the back of net to the 
give the Gaels the advantage 1-0. 
In the 66th minute, Yousef Sammy 
scored the second goal for St. Mary's, 
putting the game out of reach. Mid­
fielder Bryan Vandoornick was cred­
ited with the assist as he sent a pass to 
Sammy who lasered a shot past USD's 
keeper Briones to hand the Gaels a 2-0 
victory. 
Despite the loss, San Diego out shot 
the Gaels 11-9 and recorded five corner 
kicks to St. Mary's one. Briones had two 
saves whereas opponent Jason Badger 
recorded four saves in the match. 
"The game was disappointing, but in 
- i t , ,  
WW 
a long season like this, 
slip-ups happen and 
this was one for us. 
The injuries made 
us a little thin in 
some areas. But for 
the rest of the season 
collectively, we 













plan to put the 
game behind them 
as they prepare to refocus 
their effort to take on the Gonzaga 
Bulldogs on Friday, Nov. 7 at 1 p.m. fol­
lowed by another WCC match against 
the Portland Pilots on Sunday, Nov. 9 
at 2 p.m. 
"We have to put the loss behind 
us, try to get some guys back from 
injury and continue our good run that 
will hopefully lead to our first confer­
ence title in eight years and a spot in 
the tournament," Greer said. „;RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
Senior Garret Turk 
Women's rugby aims to break stereotypes 
CHRISTINE IMPERATORE 
STAFF WRITFR 
Junior Ploy Pirapokin is the founding 
member of University of San Diego's 
women's club rugby team. She played 
rugby for 14 years back home in Hong 
Kong and was disappointed when she 
came to San Diego and found that the 
only local team consisted mostly of 
slightly older women. 
With the help of an advisor, philoso­
phy professor Brian Clack and campus 
recreation, Pirapokin set out to as­
semble a team for her fellow students. 
She wanted to get the message out that 
"anyone can play," and to encourage 
USD's women population to try some­
thing new. 
It was difficult to recruit at first be­
cause of the stereotypes associated with 
women's rugby. "Many young women 
think that you need to be big or butch to 
play rugby and that if you are not you 
will get hurt," Pirapokin said. Junior 
Adelita Guzman added, "It is harder to 
recruit for a sport like rugby because it 
is not offered in many high schools here, 
so very few people in the U.S. have ex­
perience with the game." 
Pirapokin explained that women who 
play rugby are actually quite "fit" rather 
than "buff' and that is a great way to get 
in shape and have fun at the same time. 
Players on both teams put a great deal of 
trust into one another and make sure that 
they are playing safely, so nobody gets 
hurt. "And you do not need to have any 
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
The women's rugby team is just one of the many club teams that USD has made avail­
able to students. Joining club sports is becoming a popular trend on campus. 
experience to join," she said, "We are 
all learning about the game together." 
The rules are the same as men's 
rugby, but Pirapokin said, "where the 
men are more geared toward using their 
strength, the women focus more on 
speed and tricks." The women's team 
often works together with their male 
counterparts. They help out with re­
cruiting and sponsorship and occasion­
ally lend their equipment. 
The official season does not start 
until next semester, however, the team 
has already begun to practice. "We are 
currently in the teaching stage, making 
sure everyone learns the rules and tech­
niques," Pirapokin said. 
Their first game will be Feb. 1, 
against Occidental College. Throughout 
the season they will face off with South­
ern California teams. 
Playing women's rugby at USD is 
also an opportunity to work with great 
coaches. The head coach is alumnus 
Michael Booth and occasionally Shaina 
Turley, alumnus and member of a na­
tional team. 
Pirapokin encourages all women to 
give it a try. Whether it is as a player or 
a spectator, women's rugby promises to 
be a fun and exciting new activity for 
the USD community. 
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Women's volleyball makes easy work out of weekend opponents 
GYNO POMARE 
STAFF WRITFR 
Six straight set wins gave the Torero 
volleyball team a pair of wins over WCC 
opponents Gonzaga University and the 
University of Portland. The Toreros 
swept their northwestern opponents in 
three straight matches each. The wins 
give the Toreros the chance to share first 
place alongside San Francisco in West 
Coast Conference standings. 
On Oct. 30, the University of San 
Diego traveled to Portland. The Toreros 
took an early 9-5 lead in set one. But 
the Pilots put together a run to pull the 
game close, trailing at one point 10-9. 
Both teams battled for the lead and kept 
the game close, they were tied at 21 
before the Toreros closed out the match, 
winning 25-21. 
In the second set, the Toreros again 
jumped to an early lead with a score of 
9-5. Both teams rallied to gain the lead 
with a score of 14-12 with the Toreros 
ahead. The Toreros later took the match 
when they won 25-17. 
During the final set, the game re­
mained tight throughout the match. 
Neither team gained much of an ad­
vantage as the Pilots played the Toreros 
hard until the end. The game was tied at 
19 until the Toreros clinched the match 
25-21. 
Junior Amy Degroot lead the team 
with 11 kills while senior Jessica Nyrop 
added 39 assists on the night. 
In Spokane, the game was far more 
one-sided. In set one, USD jumped out 
early on the Zags to take a 10-2 lead and 
did not look back. The Toreros were 
on fire as they ended the first match 
quickly beating the Zags 25-10. 
The second match would show little 
improvement for the Zags as the To­
reros had a major lead of 15-4 late in 
the game. The Toreros would go on to 
finish out the match 25-13. 
The third and final set of the match 
was closer. The Toreros again jumped 
to an early 7-2 lead, but the Zags would 
fight back keeping the game close trail­
ing 13-10. The Toreros would eventu­
ally win out the match 25-20 giving 
them the victory over the Zags. Three 
Toreros recorded double digit kills: 
Sophomore Ali Troost with 12, and De­
groot and sophomore Colleen Carlson 
both recorded 10 each. 
This week will not make or break the 
Toreros season, but it will be important 
if they hope to win back to back WCC 
title. 
On Saturday the Toreros will wel­
come the No. 25 USF Dons to the JCP 
for a matchup that should determine the 
conference champion. They will be out 
for revenge as their only conference 
loss this season came to USF on the 
road on Oct. 11. 
Later in the week the Toreros will 
welcome St. Mary's and Santa Clara 
before wrapping up their conference 
schedule in Los Angeles. 
RYAN BRENNANAHE VISTA 
The Toreros are relying on the play of a duo of sophomores this year, Ashton Basch 
and Ali Troost. Both players are continuing to improve on their stats from last season. 
SApply-to- (se.' a- f-iaiemwtt ScAalav! 
Intmested tiv teceiuina/ 
full tuition and a 




This is a unique scholarship for Ph.D. candidates whose 
innovative research crosses academic disciplines. 
Candidates must have successfully carried out cross-disciplinary research, 
have an excellent academic record, and have obtained a bachelor's degree 
from a U.S. institution by fall 2009. Winners must begin doctoral studies in 
the fall of 2009. Applications must be postmarked by December 1, 2008. 
Questions? 
Call 909.607.3689 or email: scholars@cgu.edu 
For full details and application information, visit 
live. leam. grow, expand, transform. 
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There is nothing 
"Mello" about her 
JUSTIN SAKS 
STAFF WRITFR 
The Toreros women's soccer 
team is just one win away from 
clinching their first ever con­
ference championship. They 
are riding a seven game win­
ning streak and are undefeated 
in conference play. Soccer 
Buzz National Rankings has 
the Toreros ranked as the 11th 
best team in the nation. Much 
of the Torero's success this 
season can be attributed to 
senior striker Jen Mello. 
"Jen always gives it her 
all when she plays. She plays 
every game like it is her last. 
Personally, she motivates me to 
work harder and play better be­
cause she plays with and shows 
so much passion and desire," 
junior midfielder Hallie Huston 
raved. "She is always hustling 
and encouraging everyone to 
work hard. She's an amazing 
soccer player and I am so glad 
and honored to have gotten the 
opportunity to play by her side 
these last couple of years." 
Mello transferred to the 
University of San Diego for 
her junior year. She had played 
her first two years of collegiate 
soccer for the San Diego State 
Aztecs. "It just wasn't the right 
fit for me," Mello said. 
Luckily for both Mello and 
the Toreros, the right fit was 
only 10 miles away. After start­
ing in 20 games last season 
and scoring three goals, one 
of them the lone Torero goal 
in the NCAA tournament, she 
has been nothing short of daz­
zling for her senior campaign. 
"I think I was just adjusting to 
my surroundings last year and 
was not as comfortable as I am 
this year. I weight lifted a lot 
this summer and worked really 
hard so I could have a great 
senior year," Mello said. 
Just this past week, Mello 
was named both the WCC 
Player of the Week and the 
Top Drawer Soccer's National 
Team of the Week. She leads 
the Toreros with 11 total goals 
and 5 game winning goals. 
Despite a rough start to 
the season when the Toreros 
dropped their first two match­
es, they never gave up and 
were able to turn their season 
around. Speaking like a true 
leader, Mello said, "I think we 
just, focused on practicing and 
playing the way we are capable 
of. We kept our heads up and 
knew it was just a bad start." 
As fierce a competitor she is 
on the field, she is one of the 
most down to earth people off 
the field. "She has always had 
my back and has always been 
there for me. She is not only 
a teammate, but also a friend 
and even a sister. She is always 
doing things for others. I am 
so happy for her and all the 
success she has been having. 
It is definitely well deserved," 
Huston said. 
It comes as no coincidence 
then that Mello's favorite ath­
lete is Derek Fisher. Fisher is 
known to not only be the con­
summate team player, but he 
also is one of the most dedicated 
family guys in all of sports. 
"He is such a hard worker 
and a huge team player. Also 
his love for his family and ev­
erything else he does off the 
court is amazing. I think he 
really appreciates everything 
he has," Mello said. 
The parallels between Mello 
and Fisher are extremely evi­
dent. Mello cites her parents 
as being her biggest influence. 
They have been to every single 
game since she started playing 
when she was five. 
"They always remind me 
how fortunate I am in life. They 
are very supportive and love 
watching me play which makes 
me enjoy it that much more," 
she said. 
This Saturday Mello and her 
teammates will take the field at 
Torero Stadium to face the na­
tion's third best team, the Port­
land Pilots. The winner of this 
game will become West Coast 
Conference Champions. "It's 
going to be a great atmosphere 
as well as very emotional game 
and it just so happens to fall on 
Senior Night as well. Portland 
is a tough team and it's going 
to be a hard fought game, but 
if we play to our best potential 
and give it our all, we have a 
good chance of getting a vic­
tory," Mello said. 
No matter the outcome of 
the game, when the season ends 
the Toreros will not only lose a 
great athlete, but a person who 
possesses all the qualities of 
what it means to be a Torero. RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
